


































Not centres of learning yet 
Evaluation of the functioning of the Anganwadis 
centres. 
About the Anganwadi system: 

 Anganwadi system is a part of the Integrated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS) of the govt. 

 
o Umbrella ICDS is a centrally sponsored scheme. 

 Serves over 30 mn children in the age group of 
3-6 in 1.3 mn centres across the country. 

Concerns associated with Anganwadis: 
Scheme is yet to fulfil its potential due to the 
following reasons. 
1. Problem of low attendance: 

o This adversely impact the development process 
of the children. 

o They fail to develop early language, early 
numeracy, socio-emotional, executive function, 
and motor skills. 

2. Poor perception of anganwadis among the parents: 
o Most parents do not perceive Anganwadi centres 
as centres of learning and think 



o The system instead focuses on local language-
driven, play-based and activity-based learning for 
the children in the age group of 3-6 years. 

3. Parents are leaving for private preschools: 
o Excessive focus on rote-based learning and 
memorisation of letters and numbers is not 
good for the development of the child. 

o Over 7 mn children in India attend private 
preschools. 

Recommendations to improve the system: 
1. Ensuring cognitive, literacy and numeracy skills 
among children: 

o Anganwadi centres should also try and 
inculcate teacher-led activities focused on 
developing cognitive, literacy and numeracy 
skills. 

o Children enrolled in anganwadis must be 
exposed to the English language at an early 
age in an age-appropriate, non-intimidating 
way. 

o While also recognising that the language 
spoken at home is the best way to reach fluency 
in any other language. 

o With respect to writing, the children must be 
made to use pencils for a few minutes a day.  

o This will help support fine motor skills and 
later writing in the children. 



o Educators must try and exhibit the wonder of 
maths through fun activities like estimation, 
comparison, sorting, and seriation. 

2. Engaging with parents: 
o Shiksha Choupals (parent-teacher meetings) 
must be conducted by Anganwadis to showcase 
the learning happening to the parents.  

o Will help build trust in the Anganwadi system 
in the parent community. 

o Also, regular engagement with the parents 
will help them support the learning process 
of the children in the confines of home as 
well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


