the possibility of the election of a wmore
congeavatve candidote {‘ox, the Inanian
Presidentship. The cunrent Pregident Mr. Rouhant
who 18 congidened a moderate 18 monre JLLkeJL; Lo
agree o a v\eg,o);j,ated nevival 0{5 the nuclean
agreement.

Exteanal dangzng:

Tran—backed Shia militiag in Inag continue o
tonget US, fonces and bages in Inag,
‘The Ignoel—TInan ghodow conflict (8 now being
{soug,lr\i; ingide Synia and on the geas,.
T} secunity tengions nise in the sregion
Lv\voﬂ,v;ﬁng, Tonon and (tg proxies, (t could denall
the diplomatic efforts.
Conclugion
The USs begt chance to address Tnan’s nuclear
prLogramme LS U'\h,OugJ’\ the nevival 01“ the JCPOA.
The US. and Tnan should exencige negtnainkt, stoy
focuged on Laflks and nebuild the Lost taust.
BRIMSTEC needg to areinvent U;ge,u
The foreign mincstens of BIMSTEC (the Bay of
Bengal Tnitlative fon Multi—Sectonal Technical and



Economic Coopenation) met vintually on Apnil 1,

L0 1.

“The Lagt ministenial meeting wag held in
August 20712
‘Their majon togh wag to pave the way fon the
next gummit (the grouping’s {i{th) due to be
held in Sni Lonka,

BIMSTEC,

BIMSTEC wog egtablished a3 a gaouping of four
notions — Indla, Thailand, Bang,ﬂ,adegh ond Sni
Lanka z!;Hh,Oug,h the Bang,kok Declanation of 133%
to promote snapid economic development.
BIMSTEC wag expanded latex to [nclude thaee
more countrles — Myanmax, Nepal and Bhutan.
‘Tt moved at a lelsurely pace duning (ts {irst
20 yeans with only three gummits held and a
second of modest achievements,

Unfolding rejuvenation
The g,nOuva\g, suddenly secelved gpecial attention
ag Indla choge to tneat [ ag a mone prackical

ngtaument for regional coopesation over a

foltening SAARC.



The BIMSTEC Leadeng Retneot, followed by thein
Outreach Summit with the BRICS [eadens in Goa
in October 016, drew conglderable [nternational
Limelight to the Low—profile regional grouping.
This algo opened wp the path for [(ts
e puvenatLon.
‘The fourth Leaderg’ summit, held in Kothmandu
in 018, deviged an ambitious plan {or
institutional neform ond nenewal that would
encompags economic and fecunity coopenation,
Tt took the [mpontant decigion to croft a
chosten to provide BIMSTEC with @ mone
formal and strongesn {oundation,
‘The ghared goal now (g to head towaxrds 'a
Peaceful, Progpenous and Sugtainable Bay of
Bengall Regilon'.
TIndia's Extennal AHairs Ministes obgenved that
India gow a mix of "enengy, mindget and
possibility! in BIMSTEC,
Recent decigions:
‘The {oreign ministers cleared the draft {or the

BIMSTEC charten, recommending (tg eanly
adopt Lon,



They endonged the snotionaligation of sectons and
sub—gectons of activity, with each membes—state
ge,)z,v;'mg, ag o feaod {‘ox, the aggﬁg,ned arneas o{j
gpecral Intenest.
‘The ministens algo conveyed thein suppont fon
the Magten Plon for Taangpont Connectivity.
Thig will be adopted at the next gummit.
Prepasations have been completed {507«, the ng,v\;Lng,
of thaee ag,z,eemev\i;g nelabing, Lo
‘Mutual Legal aggistance n catminal
mattens

‘Coopenation between diplomatic academies
Establ(ghment of a technology taansfer
foclllity in Colombo,

Tasue:

On centain fronts, BIMSTEC semaing a work in
progaess,

A Januany 2018 study by the Fedesation of
Tndran Chambeas of Commence and Indugtry had
gug,g,eg},ed that BIMSTEC wz,g,emtﬂ,} needed a
compnehen&ive Free Taade Ag,neement Lo be a real
game—changen. Tdeally, [t should:

Coven inode in g,oodg , 8eavices and Lnvegtment,



‘Promote negufotony hasumony 8ot Lon.
-Adopt policies that devel op neg,Lona]L value
chains.
ELiminate non—tanff barriens.
‘An e{‘{iomt to enthuge and engoge the vibarant
buginess communities of thege seven countries,
and expond thein dLajLog,ue , intenactions and
trangactions L8 Locking.
Over L0 rounds o{, neg,otLatLOng Lo
opesotionalLge the RIMSTEC Free Tnade Area
Framewosk Agreement, gigned n 2004, are yeb
to bear {ruit.
Uncertainties over SAARC hovers, complicating
mattens,
Both Kathmandu and Coflombo want the SAARC
summit nevived, even ag ;!;He} coopenate within
BIMSTEC, with diluted zeal.
China's decigive intrugion in the South—Southeast
Aston space hag cagt daxk. ghadows.
The militory coup in Myanmax, brutal crackdown
of protegtens and continuation of popular
regigtance negulting in o protracted (mpagge have
produced a new get of chaﬂ,ﬂ,ev\g,eg.
Achlevement s



Much hag been achieved n Humanitasion Assistonce
and Digagten Reﬂ,;iefv and gecunity, anﬂ,udLng,
counteatennonism, cybengecunity, and coagtal gecunity

coopenaton,

Tndia hag fed ;!;Hnoug,h congtant focug and {olLow—up
— %o the extent that gome member—states have
comploined about the over—gecunitisation of BIMSTEC,

‘While national buginess chambers are yet to be
optimally engoged with the BIMSTEC pro yect, the
academjc and strategic community hag ghown ample
enthuglagm through the BIMSTEC Netwonk of Policy
Think Tankg and other {fona.

Way Forwand:

‘The trick to enguring balance {8 not to go glow
on gecunity but to accelenate the pace o{i {iom,g,Lng,
golid axrangements for economic coopesration.

The g,oall, now ghould be to ovencome the obgtacles
Leading to BIMSTECS success.

“The tragectony of India—Nepal, Indio—Sni Lanka, and
Banglodegh—-Myanmos tieg in necent yeang (& on
impediment to the gnouping. A strong BIMSTEC needs
condial and tension—free bilatenral refations among
all i{ts memben—states,

UNFPA’s population report Launched



BIMSTEC working on joint digagtenr relie}

plang

PANEX-2 1: Digagter management exencige of
the multilateral grouping (BIMSTEC) wag

held necently in Pune

PANEX 2.1, (& atmed to undextoke a review

the HADR. mechanism.
BIMSTEC

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

0., =mHy0

Stands for The Bay of Bengal
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Cooperation

7 MEMBER COUNTRIES

Bangladesh

SriLanka "'. Thailand
First Srilanka
summit is the
held in current
Thailand Chair

Founded in 1997
through Bangkok
Declaration

Importance of
BIMSTEC

@ Accounts
for 22% of the
world's population

® Combined GDP
of $2.7 trillion

® One-fourth of
the world's traded
goods cross the
Bay every year

® Six focus areas-
trade, technology,
energy, transport,
tourism and
fisheries
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breq Lona *AOUPL Q. back. on co

Sar Lanka 18 get to hold a Vistuwal gummit meeting
of the leadeng of the BIMSTEC.
BIMSTEC;

. The geven—member negional ong. congisting of
Tndia, Bav\g,l,adegh , Sni Lav\ka) Myanmas, ThaLﬂ,and)
Nepal and Bhutan, BIMSTEC wag founded in 139F.

. BIMSTEC hag rdentfred the {iou,owLng, 14 aneag
for. coopenation and colLaboration,

O

O

O

Taode ond Lnvestment
Trangport and communication
Enengy

Touwr Lam

Technology

Fighenies

Agriculture

Public health

Poventy afleviation

Counten teanonrsm ond taangnotional caime

PagelSO



o Bnvironment and digagtex management
> People—to—people contact
o Cuflkunal coopesotion
o Climate chang,e
SLangdicance e Ba engal. region:
cof ogrcal.
. Boy of Bengal negion (8 home to a Large netwonrk
of estuanies, mangnove {orests, conal reefs, gea

gnogs meadows and mags neskting sites of gea
turtles.

. This makes the x,eg,Lon ecol,og,Lcau,} cakrcal.
2. Social:

. The negion gupports a coogtal population of
approximately 185 million people.

. The {ishenmen population alone (8 estimoted to be
around 3F million
conomgc:

. The blue economy potential of the Bay of Bengol
18 huge.

Page15 1



. Thexe are wmany opportunities to develop manitime
trade; shipping, aquoculture and tounism.

. The onnual {ish catch in the negion (g around gix
miLLion tonnes.

. Thig congtitutes around P of the wonlds annual
{iLgh catch and (8 valued at anound $4 biLllion USD.

Conceans/chal l enaes:

1.Ecof og real de%nadat LON:

. The nich manine ecogystem of the Bay of Bengal
negion remaing extremely {rogile and vulnenable
to degnradation and damage.

. The annual Loss o{j mangaove areos and conal
neefs nemaing substantial.

. The degtauction of such natunal protection ogainst
flocds and gea erogion thneatens the submengence
of coagtal areas

. Thig becomes all the mone conceaning given thot
the gea fLevels anre predicted to fincreage by 05
metnes in the next 50 yeons.

. The gnowing population presgure and indugtaial
growth in the coagtal aneas have negulted in huge
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quontities of untreated wagte {Lowing into Lhe
wotens of the regLon.

. This i3 Leading to Lhe emengence of dead
zoneg in the negion

. Dead zones ane aneag of woten bodies where
aquotic Life cannot sunvive becauge of Low oxygen
Levels.

. Dead zoneg are genenally cauged by gignificant
nutaient polllution, and are primanily a problem
for. bays, lLokes and coostal watens gince they
recelve excess nubrlents {rom wupsltream gounrces.

. The ﬁ,eacthg, of plagtic {rom nivens into the
watens of Lhe region L8 contaibuting to plagtic
polLution and the congequent advenge e“eci;g on the
morine ecogystem,

A Ungugtainable {4 &bin% prack ces:

. Around 415000 fishing boats operate in the Bay
of Bengol region and [t (8 egtimated thot 33y of
fish stocks are {ished unsugtainably.
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. Acconding to UN—FAO, the Bay of Bengal (8 one of
the [Llegal, unreponted, and unregulaoted (TUV)
fishing hotspots in the Asia—Pacific.

\V enoby ) L o digagtens:

. The region (8 prone to notunal digogtens.

. There have been 13 cyclonic stormg in the Last
five yeans alore.

. Qiven thot the segion houges a Long coastline, it
L3 prone to digagtens such ag tsunamis as well.

. Algo given that the region hag high—density
sh;lPPLV\g, Lanes, [t (8 also prone to man—made
digagtens Like oil spills ag (8 obgenved in Snf
Lankan watexrs,

Secu, reol s

. Teanonigm, piracy and tengliong between countiies
cauged by the annegts of {ishexmen who cnoss
maritime boundaries into the teanitonjal watens
of othex countries are the majon challenges.

. The problem of {isheamen affects Indias
nefotionghip with Sni Lonka, Bangladegh and
Mytanmooe.
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Recommendations:

« BIMSTEC musgt come up with a new regional
mechanism for coondinated activities on manitime
L3sues of a trangboundony notuse,

. Initiatives to tackle rLlegal and wngugtainable
{,L&MY\@ ag well ag prevent the funther envinro
degnadation of the Bay of Bengol region.

. Setting up an inteanotional vesgel b«,QCkLv\g,
gystem and making [t mandatony fon veagels to be
equipped with automaktic identification gystem (AIS)
Laackens;

. Establishing a reglonal {ishing vessel negistry
gystem and publishing vessel Licence Lists to help
rdentify (Llegal vessels;

. Increaging monctoning, control and sunvelllance in
TOU (Thlegal, unneported and unregulated) %Lgh;iv\g,
hotspot s,

« Improving the implementation of yoint negonal
potaols, and outneach programmes tangeted at
flghexmen can help in tockling illegal and
ungustainable {ishing.
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. Egtablighing protected areag and developing
framewonks to prevent and manage pollution ag
wellll ag olll gpillls.

. The upcoming BIMSTEC gummit must express
support fon initiatives Like the Boy of Bengal
Programme (BOBP) and the Bay Of Bengal Lange
Marine Ecogystem (BOBLME) progect.

. The Bay of Bengal Programme (BOBP) (g an inten—
govesnmentol onganigation baged in Chennaf.

. TL (2 mandated to enhance coopenation among
countaies in the regon and provide Lechnicall and
management odvigony genvices for susgtainable
coogtall {isheries development and management.

. The Bay O{‘ Beng,al, Lang,e Masne Ecogystem
(BOBLME) project (8 being Launched by the FAO with
funding from the Global Enviro Facllity (GEF)etc
. Banglodegh, India, Indonegia, Malaysgia, Maldives,
Myanmas, S.Lanka) and Thaitland anre coﬂ,Labonai;Lng,
thaough (BOBLME) Progect to bettes the Lives of
thein coagtal populations by mproving  reglonol
management of the Bay of Bengal environment and
rs {lghenies.
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Modl moots {ree trade ag,a,eemem!: for. BIMSTEC

Eifth summit of the BIMSTEC, hosted by Sal Lanka,
1.The g.;'%m',ng, 04“( the Chastex ol“( the on%am'za}_,g'on

o Chantexr hog g,;Lvev\ the BIMSTEC a new ghape and
well—defined goals.

.« The 2igning of the Chartenr hag got BIMSTEC
intesnotional recognition.

« BIMSTEC now hag (ts own emblem, a flog and
Listed objectives and principles thot (& L2 going
to adhere to.

BIMSTEC ”

Emblem Flag

. The declaration of the Magter Plan {or Trangport
Connectivity wag algo announced

. Thig would now provide a {romework fon segional
and domesgtic connectivity.
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. With a view to develop a formal structure of the
onganigation, the member nations agreed to divide
the wonking of the grouping into ¥ pillons.

. Tndia will toke the ﬂ,eadengHLp of the gecun by
pLLLoo.,

Bangladesh : Trade, Investment and Development
Bhutan : Environment & Climate Change
: Security
India Sub-sectors: Counter-Terrorism and Trasnational Crime,

Disaster Management, Energy

: Agriculture and Food Security

Myanmar Sub-sectors:

Agriculture, Fisheries & Livestock

: People-to-People Contact
Sub-sectors:
Culture, Tourism, People-to-People Contact
(forums of think tanks, media etc.)

Nepal

: Science, Technology & Innovation (Sri Lanka)

Sri Lanka Sub-sectors:

Technology, Health, Human Resource Development

Thailand : Connectivity

Way {orwanrd
« PM Modl necormmended a FTA among the membex
countares {,0?«, gtneng,themﬁv\g, the BIMSTEC.
. There also ex(sts a need for developing a coagtal
$HLPPLV\9, ecogystem and elecknicity gaid
interconnectivity between the nations.
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A silver moment Lo propel a Bay o{! mg,al dream

BIMSTEC

Arablon Seo

ackaround:

. BIST-EC (Bongladegh, India, Sni Lanka, Thailand -
Economic Coopenation) formed Jun 133%, BangkOk.

- Myanmax admitted: Dec 133F, onganization senamed
BIMST—£C,

. Nepall and Bhutan admitted: Feb 2004

- Onganigation nenomed BIMSTEC(Bay of Bengal
Tnitlotive for Multi—Sectonal Technical and



Economic Cooperation) 18t Summit Meeting (Jul
2004), Bangkok.

Oveaview:

. BIMSTEC (3 viewed ag the ingtrument of reglonal
coopesation and (ntegnotion,
. Almg to achleve it stoted goals and decisions,
ghoped duning the Kathmandu Summit.
Achlevements g0 foo:
Chastes:

. Created a chanten fon Lt&eﬂ,{, thot defines the
visions, and functions of the gnrouping and also
gecune a Legal pengonal ity

Areag of coopenation

. The gnouping hag sgeven gectons of prionity and
each country genves 03 the Lead for the
aggigned gecton,

Summyts:

. Pogt—32 014, succeeded [n hol,dLv\g, five summits
succesgfullly 80 fan. At pregent, [t holds
regullon summits once n itwo yeans,



Progress (n focus oreas:

. Combating Leanonism, {orging secunity
cooperation, and creating mechanigmg and
proctices fon the better management of
humanitarion agsistance and disasten nelie}.

Ingtitutlons:

- Enengy Center and the Centenr on Weather and
Climate Change. They pugh regional
coopenation forwanrd,

Crrses:

. Wiknesged many cniges such ag the Rohingya
cnigigin Bangladegh due to the sesult of
oppression by the Myanmar militasy.

. The military coup by Myanmar led to the
boycott of Myanmor by several (ngtitutions.

. Recently, also wilnegged a gevene economic
cni8l8 n Sni Lanka,

Tasue \ IMSTEC:
Tnobility to produce FTA
. Seven agreements ore needed to openationalize

the FTA but only two ore prepored yet.



Connectivity rssue;

. Due to infragtructure enengy, the digital ond
pinanciol domain, and ingtitutions that bring
people clogen tog,ethe,n for trade, tounigm, and
cultural exchav\g,e&

. Veny Limited progress, made go fan degpite the
Magtes Plan {for Connectivity gupport provided
by the Asian Development Bank. (ADB),

. ALL the connectivity established g0 far (s
credited o the initiotives raken by India,
Banglodegh, Bhutan, and Nepol.

Financial regources;

+ Needed to expand negional connectivity to a

greater extent.
Some pending prosects:
- BIMSTEC development {und.

. Blue Economy.

Way Forwand:

. The gnouping workg in the direction of achieving
the vigions of the Bay of Bengal Community (BOBC)
which hag the potential to play a vital nole in



deepening Lhe Linkag,eg between Southeagt Agia and
South Asfla.
. S)Lv\eh,g,} should be egtabl gshed between the newlly
created Tndo—Pacific Economic Framewonk. fon
progpensty and BIMSTEC to accelenote the gaowth
and development of the reg.Lon,
. Three membenrs of BIMSTEC have g,x,e.ai;ex,
regpong oLl LLy.
. Banglladegh o3 the host of the BIMSTEC
Secnetanat,
Thotland ag the repregentatve 0{, Southeast
AsLa,
India ag the langest state (n South Asia
ghould wonk towands gpeeding up the progress
of BIMSTEC.



