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K The rumbling hills of Himachal Pradegh

—Landglideg in Himachal Pradegh
— Factons
‘Deforestotion § Land degradation
-Degentification
‘Glocier Lake Outbungts Floods
CLimate Change
‘Damg and hydro power ‘pro yects
932 hydnopowen “propects in HP. Most
of thege projects are in Kinnown,
Chamba and “Shimla digtaicts.
‘Uge of nock-blagting and heavy
machineny in congtruction gites besides
Lree {elling
‘Ungclentific digpogal of congtruction
debn i
‘The entire staekch of the Sutle J,
L8 {illed with debnis
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Govts continue pughing {or more hydro
powen projects and foun—Lane highways.
—Devel opment vs Environment
- Development (8 a doub!,e.—edg,ed swond,
> damg and h)de,o powen Ppao j,ec};g have
brought progpenity in HP, they have
al 20 b)a,oug,l'\t 3uﬂen£.ng..
- Sugtaing Livelthoods of. many.
- Road connectivity (38 key. for tounism
—Woay Forwand:
. S Lng,!,e. noadg —>not be made double
Lanes
- Focug on the’ maintenance of extsting
no0dg
» Screntiflc digpogal of debnrs.
. The govt mugt neview [t policy on
hydsro powen protects.
+ There (8 a need {for a congensus with
the Locals before setlting up a progect,
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Development that (8 mindjul of nature

Unusually heavy naing have cauged Landglides in
Kottayam and Tdukky in Kexrala.
‘Flagh {Loods, mudslides and Landglides have
been neponted n most digtaicts focoted
between central and southean Kenalo,
Need for a genious review of the Land—uge
pattean n Kerala,

Lond—uge pottean in Kenalo:

Higtonically, mogt of the sgettlements wenre
concentrated n the coagtal plain, the

ad JLoLm',ng, fowlandg and pants 0{, the
mydlandg.

‘AL pregent, this scenanio hag altered with
significant Land-uge change acrogs
topographic boundanies.

‘Popullation growth, agaicultural expangion,
economuc g,h,owi;h , infragtructure devef opment
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— ponticulonly noad congtruction — oand
inkra—State mi.g,mi:f,on have all fed to the
gettlement of the highlands.

Kenala (g experiencing high growth of
negldential bulldings.

“The Cengug neconds that duning the decade
between 001 and L0171, the popullation
grew by 59 whereag the number of houses
grew by 133

‘With a population dengity of 860 persons/sq,.
kom againgt an all-India average of 362
pexsons/s9. km (Censug 2011), Kexala
expeniences vexy high preggure on the Land.

Conceang,

The naprd pace of congtruction hag genious
Lmplications for the geo—environment.
‘Not only in teams of the Locations {or
houg,i,ng, the settlements but algo the
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demand {or congtruction matenials L%
oaltening the Landgcope in the state,

‘The bagin chanactenistics of all nivens have

been aftened.
It hog regulted in gnogs digturbance of
the charactenr of the teanain evolved
thh.oug}\ we.m!:he.h,,(,ng, and {iOh,mo.f.Lon oﬁ sorl
undex natunal ve.g,e.tatjlon covexr.,
-Congequuently, the watexr—abgonb g
capacity of the alven catchment (8 Lost,
and hag contaibuted to InCreaging  surfoce
run—off and reduction in groundwatex
secharge.

Rood congtruckion in hilly areas has

created conditions conducive to Londglides.
-Congtruction on hilll glopes prone to
digintegrotion duning heavy aain (8 a
threat not only %o thoge who chooge to
five thexe but algo to thoge who are in

279



the pa;!;h o& the debais that g,etg
diglodged (n a Landglide.
-In pants of the State, the hills have
been overbullt, poging a dangenr to Life.
Extremely complicated nuleg {or
registration of purchage and sale of
propeaty in Kenala axe not makched by due
diligence of butlding plans.
The hegitancy towands the {‘mplementation
of the necommendations by the Gadgil
Committee, on protection of the Wegtean
G,l'\ai;g 18 the best example of this.
Way Forward;

Review of two projects:

1. The Silver Line progect - a M.gh:t roLfway
c.onnec};f.ng, the two extremities of the Skate.
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- Tkg potential to wgurp ogaicultural fand
and cauge ecologrcal digsturbonce (8 well
konown.

L. Widening of the highway taking place in
parts of the State.

+ Thig hag involved mags felling of trees and
the nemoval of habitation on both gides of
the aoad.

+ The Losgs of vegetotion and tree cover [g
sure to have an impact on Local climate and
waten relention, impacting it avallabilily.
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