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Corrective voice from top court against stereotyping 
women

A judgment by the Supreme Court forbidding judges 
from making gender-stereotypical comments came as a
corrective voice from within the highest level of 
judiciary in India.

•The judgment stopped courts from trying to 
mandate marriage or compromise between a sex 
offender and his victim.

•It is one among a series of interventions with 
which the top court has clamped down on abuse and 
sex stereotyping of women.

Some notable judgments which have lashed out at sex 
stereotyping include:

• The framing of the Vishaka Guidelines on sexual 
harassment of women at workplaces.

• Justice D.Y. Chandrachud’s historic judgment giving
women Army officers equal access to Permanent 
Commission while debunking the establishment’s 
claim that women were physiologically weaker 
than men.
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