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No need {or a dragtic population policy

—Dnaft ]Leg,ﬁgﬂ,auong armed ot com!;x,oﬂ,ﬂ,Lng, the
population have been propoged by the states of Asgam
and Utton Pradegh.
—Countens to the arguments given in fovour of such a
policy—
1.S;!;abLQ.LZLng, TFR;
The stated aim of the policy L8 ko neduce the
fokal ﬁehﬂﬂ,ﬂ:} sote in the stakes.
P will neach a neplacement nate of L1 by
205, and Asgam by Q020. Hence there (8 no need
for any dnagtic population” policy.
. OvenLookLng 80CLO—ELONOMAL ﬁactox,g:
The propoged Legrslations geem to ovenf ook the
fack thot the {‘eﬁu!;LLLi;} note depends on gocLo—
economic ‘charactesistics Like education , Ancome,

matesanal“and child health conditions, and othex
aggocLated factons,

‘Without measures ro tackle these {jac;!:Oh,g ) the
propoged Legislotion with (ts stated aim to bring
down TFR will remain ineffective,
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3 Unintended congequences;

“The population contarol policy of impoging a two—
child noam could have othexr unintended
congequences.
-quen the [ssue o{j Pne{ieh,ence Jqon a male chelld in
our pataianchal society, the two—child norm will
only increage gex—gelective abontions O{i g,[)z,ﬂ,
chilldren, and female infanticide, since/couples will
want o mointain both the two—child norm ag
propoged by the govesnment ag ‘well ag thein
preference for gons.

4. Problem of ageing.
“The proportion of people aged 60 yeans ond above
n Indla will increage {rom 138/ in 2011 to
L31 in L036.
The two—child norm would aggnavote the problem
of agerng in India,

5. Expenience of othen countaies:
The experLence o{i countrres Like China with
negpect to x,eg,uﬂ,auon o{j the numbex o{Y chilLdsen
n the fomily indicates the conceans asggocioted
with such a policy.
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1. Tmproved gex ratio and child sex notio:

For the {inst time gince the NFHS sunveys the

proportion of women exceeded men: thene

were 1,020 women for 1,000 men (average value).
‘The NFHS—4 noted there wene 391 women for
every 1,000 men.

The sex notio ot binth for children born in the

pagt five years hag Improved from 919 pex 1,000

males in 2015-16 to 39 pexr 1,000.

Tt confirms gigng of a demog,xaphic ﬂ-u.{‘i. o Indea,

. Sex ratio of total
_Growmg it
in numbers | B < 950
In23 Statesand  Punjab 950-1,000

Union Territories, 938 -,

sex ratio was
more than
1,000, i.e. more
women than
men in the total
population.

In six States and
Union Territories,
including Delhi
and Punijab, ,
sex ratio was Kerala
less than 950 121 =

> 1,000

Gu}ar
-+ Telangana 1,049

. Tamil Nadu v
1|08'8 'q‘
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A. Decreaging TFR

-India (& on itg way to gtabilising its population,
with mogt Stateg and UTg hav,(,ng, o Total
Featility Rate (TFR) of Less than two.

A TFR of Less than 2.1 (Replacement

TFR) suggests an eventual decline in

popullotion over time.
‘While gome stateg Like Bihan, Meg,hal,a)mj
Manipur, Jharkhand and Uttar Pradegh continue to
have a TFR above two, the TFR in aoll thesge
States hag (mproved (n the Lagt {ive yeonrs.

3, Population fevels:

‘Degpite the decreaging TFR, India (3 still poiged
Lo be the mogt populous country in the wonld.
Cunnent projection by the UN population divigion
forecagting thot Tndia’s population will peak at 16
blllion to 18 blllion from 2040 to 2050.

“The Union govexnment's nepont projects India
oveataking China ag the worlds mogt populous
country around X031,




