








No need for a drastic population policy

-Draft legislations aimed at controlling the 
population have been proposed by the states of Assam 
and Uttar Pradesh.

-Counters to the arguments given in favour of such a
policy.-

1.Stabilizing TFR:

•The stated aim of the policy is to reduce the 
total fertility rate in the states.

•UP will reach a replacement rate of 2.1 by 
2025, and Assam by 2020. Hence there is no need 
for any drastic population policy.

2. Overlooking socio-economic factors:

•The proposed legislations seem to overlook the 
fact that the fertility rate depends on socio-
economic characteristics like education, income, 
maternal and child health conditions, and other 
associated factors.

•Without measures to tackle these factors, the 
proposed legislation with its stated aim to bring
down TFR will remain ineffective.
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3 Unintended consequences:

•The population control policy of imposing a two-
child norm could have other unintended 
consequences.

•Given the issue of preference for a male child in
our patriarchal society, the two-child norm will 
only increase sex-selective abortions of girl 
children, and female infanticide, since couples will
want to maintain both the two-child norm as 
proposed by the government as well as their 
preference for sons.

4. Problem of ageing:

•The proportion of people aged 60 years and above 
in India will increase from 13.8% in 2011 to 
23.1% in 2036. 

•The two-child norm would aggravate the problem 
of ageing in India.

5. Experience of other countries:

•The experience of countries like China with 
respect to regulation of the number of children 
in the family indicates the concerns associated 
with such a policy.
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