WHO tightens GLobal Air Quality noxms

The (WHO) in [ts {irst—ever update since
2005 hag tightened global air polfution
gtandards,

Global Alr Quality Guidelines (AQGE) 2021

* WHO announceg Limcts for 8ix pollutant
categoniey —panticulate matter (PM) L5 and
10, ozone (03), (NOQ) (SO) and (CO),
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Air qual ity gtandondg (n India

» India alignsg with the WHO guidelines only
n the cage 0% ozone and coxbon monoxide, ag
thege have not chang,ed,

- But both NOQ and SO guidelines oxre
Lighter than the current Indlan gtandond.

« The move doesn't Lmmediotely Lmpact India
ag the National Ambient Ain Quality
Standondg (NAAQS) don't meet the WHO's
extsting gtandonds.

. The g,ovem,nme.nt hag a dedicated National
Clean Aln Programme thot aimg for a 207
to 30y neduction in panticulate motten
concentrationg by A024 n 1AL cxties,
keeping 201F os the bage year.

Significance of WHOs AQG
Tt gets the stoge for eventusl shifts in policy



« WHO move sets the 3£ag,e. fuom, eventual
shifts in policy in the goveanment towands
evollving newexr gtanicter gtandards,

+ This will soon become part of policy
digcugsions — much Like climate tangets to
reduce greenhouse gag emisgions keep
getling staicten over time,

+ Once citieg and Stateg ane get tangets for
meeting pollution emission standardg, [t
could lead to overall changes (n national
standordg,

Challenges for India
+ The cunnent challenge in India (8 to meet
rt8 national ambient aln quality standands
in oLl the negions.
+ The hand Lockdown phages duning the
pandemic have demongtrated the dramatic
neduction that (8 posgible when Local



pollution and regional influences can be
mincmeged.

+ Thig hag ghown that (f Local action (3
3.£h.e.ng,£he.ne.d ond gcaled up ot gpeed acnogy
the regilon, significant neduction to meet a
much tightes tasget (8 possible.

+ The influence of geo—climatic atinibutes is
quite pronounced in all regrong of India,
which {urthes aggnavates the Local bulld—up
of pollution

+ This L8 {urther wongened due to the nop(d
proliferation of pollution gourceg and weak
an quality management gystems,

- India moy require a more nuonced negional
opproach o maximige benefits and gusgtain
arn quality gaing,
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