The vesgel wag bullt by the Kolkato—baged
Qosden Reach  Shipbuildeng and Engineening
Limyted.

India af go g,[,{ited 50,000 doges 01“ the Covishield
vaccine 1o Se}cheu,eg

ALL options open on South China Sea
The Philippines defence department said thot [t wag
heeping its options open ag a diplomatic sow with
Bes (j/Lv\g, grows oven hundaeds 01“ Chinege vegsels in
the contegted South China Sea.
‘Tengiong ovex the negource—nrch wateas have
gpﬂke,d mn a{‘i;e)c, over 200 Chinesge boots wesre
detected ot Whitsun Reef in the Spratly Tslands,
Both China and the Philippines have sival claims
in the Spratly TIsfands.
While Manila says that the Chinege boots
unlawfullly entened [(Lg exclugive economic zone,



China hag nefused nepeated appeals by the
Philippines to withdraw the vesgels.

‘In this backdnop, the Philippines said that it hos
hept [t options open in managing the gituation,
including Leveraging (ts pantnenships with othes
nationg such ag the United States,

Recently, the United States seminded China of
Waghington’s taeaty obligations to the
Phillippines in the event of an attack. in the
watens,

US—Philippines Mutual Defence Treaty:

. The decadeg—old mlCtasy ag,neemev\i; between
Mancla and WaghLv\g,}.on stateg that each country
would come %o the de{iev\ce o{i the othex in coge
of an ottack by a {foreign country.

-+ Tt wag gigned on August 30, 1351

Tasue:

‘China claims almost the entinety of the gea,

Many o{i the boats detected ot Whitsun Reelw m
eanly Manch 2021 have gince scattened acnogs

the Spratly anchipelago.



“The Spratly Islands (8 also claimed (n whole
on fn part by Brunel, Malaygia, Talwan ond
Vietnom,
Beifing often invokes the go—called nine—dagh
Line to sushify its opparent higtonsic n;Lg,Hztg
over mosgt of the South China Sea.
It hasg rgrored a Q016 ntexnational talbunal
decigion thot declaned this aggeation 1o be
without bagys.
‘The anbitnral taibunal recognized Manila's
goveneLgn nLg,H;g in (kg exclugive economyc
zone that Belying contests,
The taitbunal algo suled that China's
actlvities involving Lsland—building on
gsevenol h,eelug o the Kaloyoan Tgfand G”LOUP
congtitute violations of the United Natjions
Convention on the Law o{j the Sea
(UNCLOS) and have cauged damag,e to the

marne enveonment.



US. China Cold Wan Like situotion

US, views China ag (ts principal advergary on
the world stage.

‘The new Cold War Like situotion between China
and the US. g,a;'med a concrete ghape duh,Lv\g, the
Toump pregidency. The US. hag been taying to
bulld an allionce of Likeminded countaies to tay
and cunb China's g,)x,owﬂ'\ , reduce (i Lv\{iﬂ,uev\ce o
ntesnational  ingtitutions.

The US. hog been bu)LLng, to uge the Quad to
challenge China in the Indo—Pacific, posaibly as
paxt of a 'new Cold Wax',

US. Rusggla hostility:

Rugsia’s war with Uksoine and the occupaton of
Caimea in 2014, folllowed by allegotions
of Russian cybes—interference in the US.
presidential elections of 016 hag aarged the
hostiLity between US. and Rugsia.

China—Rusgsla partnenship:

S, animogity hag encounroged China and Rugsio to
golidify their relations.

Begldes significantly expanding thein bilatesal
Lies, the two countries have ag,x,eed o hasxmonise
thein visions undex the Euragion Economic Union



gpongoned by Rusgsia and China’s Belt and Road
Tnitiotive (BRI). This idea hag now been subgumed
undex the ’qh,eaf;ex, Eunogron Pax,tv\enghip’ to which
both the countries are commitied.

The new Cold War 18 now beLnQ, ?us{jﬂ,ec;!;ed om
a new g,eopol,u;Lca!, binary — the Tndo—Pacific
vergus Eunagra,

Evolving alignments:

The aﬂ,Lg,nmev\tg between the aival powex groups
and the muddle powens seem Lo be cx,}gtaﬂ,ﬂ,ﬁzi,ng,.

-Japan and Indla ane deeply entarenched in the
Quad and have subgtantiol gecunity ties with
the US.

TInan, facing a ganckion regime {rom wegtenn
powerg Led by the US. has {found gtrategic
comfort with the Sino—Rusgsion alliance. Inan
and China necently concluded an economic pact.
Turkey, a NATO membex, hag found its
intenegty betten—genved by Ruggla and China
sothex thon the US. and (ts European allles.

The nole of middile powens:
Jopan, Tnan, Turkey and India are well set to

glr\ape the emex,g,ﬁng, wonld ondex. The 'middle
poweng', have the capacity to pao yect powen



regronally, bucld allionces, and support (on
disnupt) the strategies of inteanationol powenrs
purSULNG Lthein intenests in the negLon.

Reluctant aflllrles:

‘Degpite the allure of joining the aival supen
power g,nOuang,g fled by the US. on China and
Russia, the four notions are not yet prepared to
#oin the powen alliances.

Japan:
-Though , Japan hag an ongoing teanitonlal
digpute with China nelating to the Senkaku
tslands in the Eagt China Sea, Japan hos a gtaong
economic Linkage with China.

In 20139, A4, of Jopanege Lmports came {rom
China ) while 19 / o{‘ LLg exponts went Lo
China.
Japan's $200 billion Partnenghip for. Quality
Tnfragtructure’ nitiotive Lhat funds
onfrogtructure propects n Agia and Afaica, (8
willing to work on BRI protects on a gelective
bagLs.
- Japan hag the gecunsty treaty o{‘ 1951 with the
LS. makLv\g, it dependant on the US, for much of
kg gecunfily conceans.



‘Notably, Japan hag been taying to reduce (i3
gecunity—dependence on the US. and purgue an
ndependent nole Lin the Indo—PacU“Lc.
Tndia;
As the thaeots {‘z,om China at the bondex and
intrugions in (tg South Agian neighbousrhood and
the Indian Ocean became ghanpen , Indla hag wmoved
clogen to the US. India— US. nelationghip hag
been on the uP&WLv\g, ) marked by expand;ing, de{iev\ce
ties with the US, ncluding defence purchages and
agreements on intex—openability and
intelligence—ghaning and frequent militany
exencLies.
-Thnough the bonden stand—off at Ladokh, China (3
pesxhaps indicating to Indla Lthat (ts gecunity
intenegts demond cloge engagement with China
sother thon a deepening alignment with the US,
‘The necent Freedom o{j v\ang,athov\ exencLse
carnied out by the US in India's EEZ without
tts congent would undermine India VS, bllatenal
rel ationghip
‘Tndia will need to manage (ts ties with China
forgely tharough (ts own effonts, while
setaining Rugsla ag (L defence partnex.



Map of the new Taiwan Strait
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% A Taiwan Flathpeint in the inde—pacific

L Taiwan efficially known at the Republic of China
(ROC), it an itland gepasated 4sem China by the
Taiwan Sthaikt.

LThe Chinete communist pasty (CCP) views the ithand as
4T um{yi'rui.!.f»ed buginess of Chinas Llibesation

o China alie vows to eventually "wnify' Taiwan with
the mainland.

L> Civil wasn

e Petween CCP and Ku-&min,tnm,ﬂf (KMT) stasted in
13204

o The KMT 4osces undes Chiang kai-thek lest the
1945-49 civil was to the CCP {enrces undesr Mae
Zeud.&'rvﬂ.

8 C.zfvimmﬁr setseated to the itland of Taiwan and
et wp o segime and pledged to nesoves the

mainland eventually.
LRole of US

o Taiwan berome militasy alliance with US Assving
the kesean Wan of 1350-53,

o China unakle to unite Taiwarn.

o US secognited peoplen Republic o4 China (PRC) at
.le/gi_timn,te, AoV o4 China in 19F9

o US ended its efficial selationthip with the
itland and n.fm&ﬁn,ted e mutual dedence taeaty
with ielamnd
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LyStaategic ambiguity

oIt it the practice by o government of being
intentionally ambiguens en cestain atpects of ite
feneiqn policy

e US
Declased that it will "maintain the ability to come
to Taiwan's defence
At the tame time net Lommitting itteld te Ao so
JChina
Committed to pustming peaceful wnification with
Toiwan but setoint the sight to wie {fonce te arhieve
the ehiertive.

L,C,n,jpmt and stichk f&J.LC-} o4 China
o Chinas “"one Lountny twe systems
o Promiting o high degree of antonemy
o But setained its asmed {osnces Assving the
tnansition pesicd
b Ecomomic Links
o Aftes the open Adoen policy of China in 1970,
Taiwan buginess entity have invested heavily in
mainland China.
®B/w 1391 and 2000, Taiwanete capital invested in
China searched VS s1%5 Bbillion
o Bilatesal trade in 2019 wat US. $150 billion, about
15v o4 Taiwan's QDP
*By contnast, the stork of Chinese Lapital invested in
Taiwan it banely VS s34 billien
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|9 Concernt 4o Taiwan
o Toiet to sedure the economic exposune to China, but
Aas been abestive.
o China Lﬂ,fﬂ,ﬁrle of indlicting arcute eLeneomitlsit pain
thoough roescive polities
b Taiwan Pelitice
v It kot twe majen political pasties
1. The KTM
Pominated ﬂrg. Aescendants o4 C»euinmfﬂr Kai—sheik
Committed te a ene—China pelicy
L. PemerLnratit puregressing pasty (DPP)
Repretentatives o4 indigenous population ef the
itband and $avousne LwdePemAETuL&
oChina Aeostile £ o DPP undesr the leadesthip of Teai xing-
wen ot the demand fo5n independen.ce grew in secent
time.
L,The US. Stance
o The US will not Wppost the idea o4 an iwAe,fe,wAefmt
Taiwan.
¢ Howeves it Aot gradually sevented the policy o
aveiding offirial—level engagement with Taiwan fOV.
o Ex— genion and cabinet level officials {nom the Thump
aAdminigtration had vitited Taiwamn
Jee Biden Adminittration continue with tame pelicy.
US Militasry pnesence in Sewth China Sea.
Ly Chinas netponse
¢ Ofiested to US actiont vecifenemsly.
o Chinese Pretident Xi J inping 2aid, The histonic tatk of
the romplete sewnifitation of the wmothesland must be
uldilled and will definitely be fulfilled
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| Conclusion

sFos thete seatont, Taiwan it emenrging at o potential
tnigges point fon a tlash of asms between the US.
and China

¢TIn puntning its Indo—Parsific strategy, India wonld
de well teo ke.e,u these f&m%.!.e LLenanios in mind
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Keeping a cloge eye on China’s nuclear capabllities

China Military Powen Report (CMPR) necently
neleaged by the Pentagon.
Increaging militany copobilities of the People's
Republic of China (PRC),
Trangformotion in both the quontity ond the
quolity of China's nuclear angenal.
Fundomentall changes in the gquantitative ginrength
and atomic Yy[leld of nucleor angenal, enhanced
def Lveny capabilities (missile) and nuclear pogture
of China.

Riging number of nwclear war heads:

China's nuclean angenal (8 set to increage. Ag pen

the neport, by 202F, China could have around FOO

nuclear weapong congisting of varying ylelds.
Tactical low yrleld nuclear weapong:

China geems to be prfonitizing Low—yleld nucleoxr
Weapons,

This gives nise to speculation that China plang
Lo uge (ts nuclear weapong not just for
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deteanence but intends to uge them in the
battlefield (f necessony.
Increaging deliveny capabilties.

China hag been notably developing Long range
nucleor weapon deliveny capable migsiles, Ballistic
Missiles (SLBMs) with a nange of F200 kms.
-Such Long nange capacity migsiles would allow
China to strtke any torget acnogs continental
AgLa.
‘Notably, China hag even deployed thege missile
gystems in key areag,

Conceang over the Nuclean pogture:
China hag adopted a Launch on Wanning (LoW)

nuclear pogture,

Launch on wm,ni,ng, (LOW) ox firne on waa,n,f,ng, L Q
strategy of nuclear weapon retaliotion. Thig
militarny strotegy allows high—Level commandens
Lo Launch a netaliatory nuclear—weapong starike
againgt an opponent ag goon ag gatellites and othen
warning gengons detect an incoming enemy missile.

“Thig marks a higher aleat pogture.
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Tt not only nigkg nreducing the threghold fon
nuclean uge in the form o} pre—emption but it
could algo gow the geeds of miscalculation and
unintended nucleor wuge.

Secunty Lmplicationg for Tndia:

China’s nuclear competition with the United Stateg
will have a cag.cad,i.ng. effect fon the Tndo—Pacific
region .

It threateng the sunvivab by o{‘ the Indian
nuclear argenal in cage of a nuclear war between
Tndia and China.

-China’s adoption of a Launch on Wan.mlng. (LoW)
nuclean pogture nreduceg the decigion time for any
Indian netaliotory nuclear sinike

India may pungue it3 own LoW ngtead of the
pregent No Fingt Use (NFU) pol lcy.

‘Chinege SSBN3 are capable of connying nucleon
warheads ond this could feave India expoged to a
Chinege atomic pincex from the manitime domagin
in addition to the continental domain.
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Taki.ng, the !,ov\g, view with China

Rise of China
‘China hag been emerging ag a magon military and
economic powenr not only negionally but algo
globally.
‘The Chinege renminby may become a g,!Loba]L
regerve currency. The BRI countiies axe ugLv\g,
the senminbl in financial taangactiong. with China,
and can be expected to wmge (L in ‘trangactiong with
each othen. China (3 the wonldg.forgest trading
economy.
China could goon become” the wonlds ]Langegt
economy.
The Euwnopean Ungon created (L8 own crogg—bonden
cﬂ,ean;iv\g, mechanigm l“on taade with China
ovex,comLV\g, the VS’ hindrance.
China "hag /stitched i;og,ethen an wnvestment
agreement with the EVU and with most of Asxa.
‘The China—fed AITB Bank hag increaged its
membenghip to 100 countnies.
‘China L8 now the gecond—biggest {inancial
contarbutor to the UN
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Foreign policy challenge for India:

India hag to engage with China which (s
congolldating an expanding Belt and Road
Tnitiotive (BRI) while taying to balance off China
thaough appropriate portnenships.

Way forward for India:

1. Ensuning strategic autonomy

‘TIndia hag a "gpecial and privileged stxategic
pantnenghip! with Rugsla , and a comprehengsve
global strategic portnenship! with the US, thus
balancing its intenests.

Tndia's panticipation i the Shav\g,ha;L Coopesnation
Onganigation, Led by Beisying and Mogcow and
deng,ned to nesgist the gpread of Wegtean (ntenests
L% balanced by Wts panticipation in the US—{ed
(Quad), with. (£s anti—China stance.

2. Issue baged appnoach;

‘TIndia'g policy towandg China should be guided by
the notion of China ag a pantner, competiton, and
economic nival depending on the policy area in

question,
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“Within the Unsited Nations , Indla’s (nterests have
g,nea},en congruence with China's intenests snathes
than the US!3 and the EUg,

3. Playing a baidging sole:
‘Tngtead of an alternate development model, India
ghould move the Quad towands supplementing Lhe
onfragtructure pugh of the BRI n Line with othex
skaategic conceans in the region.
‘For example, devefoping their sclentific,
technological capacity and digutal economy.

4, Focus on domestic development.
-Indta needg to focus on ach;Lev;Lng, a $9 talllion
economy, shift to indigénous capital wmilitany
equipment, and ol go. nealize the goals get undex
the new Sclence, Techv\ojl,og,} and Tnnovation Policy.
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