
•The  vessel  was  built  by  the  Kolkata-based
Garden  Reach  Shipbuilders  and  Engineering
Limited.

•India also gifted 50,000 doses of the Covishield
vaccine to Seychelles

’All options open on South China Sea’

The Philippines defence department said that it was 
keeping its options open as a diplomatic row with 
Beijing grows over hundreds of Chinese vessels in 
the contested South China Sea.

•Tensions over the resource-rich waters have 
spiked in after over 200 Chinese boats were 
detected at Whitsun Reef in the Spratly Islands.

•Both China and the Philippines have rival claims
in the Spratly Islands.

•While Manila says that the Chinese boats 
unlawfully entered its exclusive economic zone, 



China has refused repeated appeals by the 
Philippines to withdraw the vessels.

•In this backdrop, the Philippines said that it has
kept its options open in managing the situation, 
including leveraging its partnerships with other
nations such as the United States.

•Recently, the United States reminded China of 
Washington’s treaty obligations to the 
Philippines in the event of an attack in the 
waters.

US-Philippines Mutual Defence Treaty:

• The decades-old military agreement between 
Manila and Washington states that each country 
would come to the defence of the other in case 
of an attack by a foreign country.

• It was signed on August 30, 1951.

Issue:

•China claims almost the entirety of the sea.

•Many of the boats detected at Whitsun Reef in 
early March 2021 have since scattered across 
the Spratly archipelago.



•The Spratly Islands is also claimed in whole 
or in part by Brunei, Malaysia, Taiwan and 
Vietnam.

•Beijing often invokes the so-called nine-dash 
line to justify its apparent historic rights 
over most of the South China Sea.

•It has ignored a 2016 international tribunal
decision  that  declared  this  assertion  to  be
without basis.

•The arbitral tribunal recognized Manila’s 
sovereign rights in its exclusive economic 
zone that Beijing contests.

•The tribunal also ruled that China’s 
activities involving island-building on 
several reefs in the Kalayaan Island Group 
constitute violations of the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS) and have caused damage to the 
marine environment.



U.S. China Cold War like situation:

•US. views China as its principal adversary on 
the world stage.

•The new Cold War like situation between China
and the U.S. gained a concrete shape during the 
Trump presidency. The U.S. has been trying to 
build an alliance of likeminded countries to try
and curb China’s growth, reduce its influence in 
international institutions.

•The U.S. has been trying to use the Quad to 
challenge China in the Indo-Pacific, possibly as 
part of a “new Cold War“.

U.S. Russia hostility:

•Russia’s war with Ukraine and the occupation of 
Crimea in 2014, followed by allegations 
of Russian cyber-interference in the U.S. 
presidential elections of 2016 has raised the 
hostility between U.S. and Russia.

China-Russia partnership:

•S. animosity has encouraged China and Russia to
solidify their relations.

•Besides significantly expanding their bilateral 
ties, the two countries have agreed to harmonise
their visions under the Eurasian Economic Union 



sponsored by Russia and China’s Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI). This idea has now been subsumed
under the ’Greater Eurasian Partnership’ to which
both the countries are committed.

•The new Cold War is now being reflected in 
a new geopolitical binary  the Indo-Pacific —

versus Eurasia.

Evolving alignments:

•The alignments between the rival power groups 
and the middle powers seem to be crystallizing.

•Japan and India are deeply entrenched in the
Quad and have substantial security ties with
the U.S.

•Iran, facing a sanction regime from western
powers led by the U.S. has found strategic 
comfort with the Sino-Russian alliance. Iran
and China recently concluded an economic pact.

•Turkey, a NATO member, has found its 
interests better-served by Russia and China 
rather than the U.S. and its European allies.

The role of middle powers:

•Japan, Iran, Turkey and India are well set to 
shape the emerging world order. The “middle 
powers“, have the capacity to project power 



regionally, build alliances, and support (or 
disrupt) the strategies of international powers 
pursuing their interests in the region.

Reluctant allies:

•Despite the allure of joining the rival super 
power groupings led by the U.S. or China and 
Russia, the four nations are not yet prepared to
join the power alliances.

Japan:

•Though, Japan has an ongoing territorial 
dispute with China relating to the Senkaku 
islands in the East China Sea, Japan has a strong
economic linkage with China.

•In 2019, 24% of Japanese imports came from
China, while 19% of its exports went to 
China.

•Japan’s 200 billion ’Partnership for Quality $

Infrastructure’ initiative that funds 
infrastructure projects in Asia and Africa, is 
willing to work on BRI projects on a selective
basis.

•Japan has the security treaty of 1951 with the
U.S. making it dependant on the U.S. for much of 
its security concerns.



•Notably, Japan has been trying to reduce its
security-dependence on the U.S. and pursue an 
independent role in the Indo-Pacific.

India:

•As the threats from China at the border and 
intrusions in its South Asian neighbourhood and 
the Indian Ocean became sharper, India has moved 
closer to the U.S. India- U.S. relationship has 
been on the upswing, marked by expanding defence
ties with the U.S., including defence purchases and
agreements on inter-operability and 
intelligence-sharing and frequent military 
exercises.

•Through the border stand-off at Ladakh, China is
perhaps indicating to India that its security 
interests demand close engagement with China 
rather than a deepening alignment with the U.S.

•The recent Freedom of navigation exercise 
carried out by the U.S. in India’s EEZ without 
its consent would undermine India U.S. bilateral
relationship

•India will need to manage its ties with China 
largely through its own efforts, while 
retaining Russia as its defence partner.
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Taking the long view with China

Rise of China:

•China has been emerging as a major military and
economic power not only regionally but also 
globally.

•The Chinese renminbi may become a global 
reserve currency. The BRI countries are using 
the renminbi in financial transactions with China,
and can be expected to use it in transactions with
each other. China is the world’s largest trading 
economy.

•China could soon become the world’s largest 
economy.

•The European Union created its own cross-border 
clearing mechanism for trade with China 
overcoming the U.S.’s hindrance. 

•China has stitched together an investment 
agreement with the EU and with most of Asia. 

•The China-led AIIB Bank has increased its 
membership to 100 countries. 

•China is now the second-biggest financial 
contributor to the UN 
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Foreign policy challenge for India:

•India has to engage with China which is 
consolidating an expanding Belt and Road 
Initiative (BRI) while trying to balance off China
through appropriate partnerships.

Way forward for India:

1. Ensuring strategic autonomy:

•India has a “special and privileged strategic 
partnership“ with Russia, and a “comprehensive 
global strategic partnership“ with the U.S, thus 
balancing its interests.

•India’s participation in the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation, led by Beijing and Moscow and 
designed to resist the spread of Western interests
is balanced by its participation in the U.S.-led 
(Quad), with its anti-China stance.

2. Issue based approach:

•India’s policy towards China should be guided by 
the notion of China as a partner, competitor, and 
economic rival depending on the policy area in 
question.
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•Within the United Nations, India’s interests have 
greater congruence with China’s interests rather 
than the U.S.’s and the EU’s.

3. Playing a bridging role:

•Instead of an alternate development model, India 
should move the Quad towards supplementing the 
infrastructure push of the BRI in line with other
strategic concerns in the region.

•For example, developing their scientific, 
technological capacity and digital economy.

4. Focus on domestic development:

•India needs to focus on achieving a 5 trillion $

economy, shift to indigenous capital military 
equipment, and also realize the goals set under 
the new Science, Technology and Innovation Policy.
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